IN THE MAGINOT LINE

Already we were meeting on the road men in
khaki Balmorals, the trousers of their battle-suits
pulled in tight at the ankles.

The Enchanted Mountain*
It has been a very real pleasure for Frenchmen to
listen to the comments of the British who visit the
works of the Maginot Line. Everything in this wall
of steel and concrete satisfies and astonishes the
mind: and above all, the magnitude of its conception.
What has already, before the supreme test, deserved
all the wonder and praise is the fact alone that
generals and engineers have dared to convert into
fortresses not only whole mountains, but a whole
range of mountains, that they should have
impregnated with fire every inch of the threatened
ground all along our north-eastern frontiers and
found Government after Government willing to
give them the necessary millions.
The lieutenant acting as our guide illustrated its
magnitude by a comparison which struck the
Englishmen who were with us very forcibly.
'The Maginot Line/ he said, 'has cost about a
hundred thousand millions. Which corresponds to
* We know now that the Maginot line-complex was a dangerous
disease of the mind; but I publish this as it was written in January,
1940.
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